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Avalanche victim’s backcountry

Austin Mallet ran 100-mile races, skied N. America’s tallest
peak, yet died on a “mundane” Wasatch Range excursion.
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In the early hours of the morn-
hﬁ.bduehe-ammnmdinz 32, of Bozeman, Montana, and one
sl d 23

He told
her he would be back at her place  tle Cottonwood Canyon.

hS-thhCitybdnulhep'tﬂ Leaving from Sandy’s Hid-
work. That had dinner the men had em-
plans at his favorite local restau-  barkedona route that
rant, Vessel.
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‘Just a Thursday’ trek for skilled alpinist
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This story is part of The Salt Lake hard to maintain poise and balance.
Tribune's ongoing commitment to iden-  1t's key, she.said, o find ways to keep
tify solutions to Utah’s biggest chal- your sense of self — and to laugh.
s “You have to still be your own per-
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self drain

yourself| guilt, said Linda Cole, direc-
helped with care forher  tor of aging and family services for

BLM REPORT: RED
CLIFFS HIGHWAY
POSES THREATS

ST. GEORGE PLAN » Federal review lists con-
necting road among the alternatives, but also
notes environmental impacts. » STORY, A6
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Back from
the brink,
Great Salt
Lake still

faces peril

Even with two robust
winters, the saltwater
body remains below a
healthy elevation level.

By CHRISTOPHER FLAVELLE
und NAD!A WK

Two years ago, the Great Salt
Lake became an omen for the
risks of climate change: The wa-
ter level dropped to a record low,
threatening the ecosystem, econ-
omy and even the air quality of the
area around Salt Lake City, home
to a majority of Utah's population

Now, after two unusually wet
winters and a series of conserva-
tion measures, the lake has gained
about 6 feet. Despite that increase,

vironmentalists and policymak-
ers are concerned that the increase
might reduce the pressure to save
the lake

“1 worry about complacency,
said Bonnie Baxter, director of
Great Salt Lake Institute at West
minster University. “We need to re
ally be cautious about being opti
mistic.”

Increased water levels in the
lake are primarily the result of
higher-than-normal snowfall, ac-
cording to Hayden Mahan, 4 mete-
orologist with the National Weath
er Service in Salt Lake City.

Last year. Utah received more
than double its typical snow-
fall, the most since records began
in 1981. This year, snowfall was
30% above average. But there’s no

GREAT SALT LAKE. A6

INDEX
8 Obeare "

0

Fanoran we

60007 " 85201

Camistons £

CLASSIC




